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The contest: TEN-T Network
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Motorways of the Sea: Project n.21 TEN-T network



3

What is the definition of Motorways of the Sea?

Motorways of the Sea (White Paper, 12/09/2001):

The Intermodal land - sea (and not combined) transport instead of only road 
itineraries through frequent and regular services, included in the Trans-
European Transport Networks.

Short Sea Shipping (COM(1999) 317, 29/06/1999):

Goods and passengers maritime transport among European ports or between 
these ports and other ones situated in extra European countries, having a coast 
on a closed sea limitrophe of Europe.

At European level, Motorways of the Sea represent an 
alternative to road itineraries and may be considered a part 
of Short Sea Shipping concept
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Cohesion and Modal shift

In TEN-T Directive of April 29, 2004, article 12 bis (L 167/15, 30/04/2004), which 

gives a legislative framework to Motorways of the Sea, EU declares that MoS could 

achieve the following objectives:

1. Freight flux concentration on maritime logistic routes

2. Cohesion grow

3. Reduction of road congestion for a better modal repartition
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White Paper 
of the European 
Commission

“The European transports 
policy until 2010: 
time to decide”

PGTL – Italian 
General Plan for 
Transports and 

Logistics

The European 
Motorways of the Sea 
become part of the 
main TEN projects

The development of Motorways of the 
Sea is indicated as a strategic goal for 
the improvement  of communications 
at both European and national levels

The European 
Motorways of the Sea 
become part of the 
“Quick Start List”

High Level 
Group (Van 

Miert) Report to 
the Commission

European Council 
decision 

“An initiative for  growth 
and employment”

European 
Parliament
Approuval

06/2003 11/2003

RETE AUTOSTRADE 
MEDITERRANEE 

S.p.A.

04/2004

Creation of a specific 
company devoted to  
the Italian contribution 

to the European 
Motorways of the Sea

Promote and support the development of the 
Motorways of the Sea Program with the aim of crating an 

integrated system of transport services

Institutional framework
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The New.Co. “Rete Autostrade Mediterranee”

Ministry of Economics Sviluppo Italia
Board of 
Directors

Ministry of Transport 
and Infrastructure

Sviluppo Italia
Aree Produttive

Rete Autostrade
Mediterranee

RAM

100%

95%

5%

50% 50%

Rete Autostrade Mediterranee

Capital: 1 million Euro

Operational since march 2004
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Company Mission

• Elaboration of the Master Plan;
• Definition of single project interventions to ensure the start-up of the Program;

• Promotion and support of the approval of the projects both at national and European level;

• Promotion of scouting actions vis-à-vis potential partners in the financial and business sectors;

• Development  of operational coordination activities of public and private sectors;

• Managing of public and private, national and international financial resources;
• Assistance and services to support the concrete start-up of plans, programs and interventions 
promoted by public or private bodies.

Promote and support the start-up of the Program “Motorways of the Sea”
with the aim of creating an integrated system of transport services

RAM provide technical skills and managerial support for Program 
set-up and promotion of bilateral/multilateral partnership agreements 
with EU Member States

Tasks assigned to the company:
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Financial needs for developing MoS in Italy
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1100 millions Euro
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Motorways of the Sea in the Med

161 lines between Italy

and Med Countries

MoS lines
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Load factor evolution
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MoS numbers in Italy (millions of tons)
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� TIR on road

� TIR  using MoS

� Truck without tractor

� Container on feeder (+ road)

MoS development phases
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www.mare-tir.it

The services: www.mare-tir.it
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www.mare-tir.it

www.mare-tir.it

A Site, developed by RAM and IIC, 

specifically devoted to transferring

road hauliers onto maritime routes.
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Thank You for your attention

Alberto Cappato
cappato@iicgenova.it
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